
By DAVID GREENE & 
SÍLE MOLONEY

Bronxites are standing in 
solidarity with a grieving Do-
minican community ever since 
hearing news of the tragic roof 
collapse at the Jet Set niteclub 
in the country’s capital, Santo 

Domingo, on Tuesday, April 8. 
The death toll has risen to 

at least 231 people according to 
several media reports, and more 
than 180 have been injured. At 
least two victims of the collapse 
were from The Bronx, retired 
NYPD Det. Enmanuel Gomez of 

Home Street in the South Bronx 
and Manny Diaz of University 
Heights.

Based on the 2020 Census, 
there are 702,330 residents of 
Dominican origin living in 
New York City, representing 
7.9% of the city’s total popula-

tion. The Bronx has the larg-
est concentration with 334,347 
Dominican residents, and they 
make up around 23.8% of the 
borough’s population. Accord-
ing to census records, Domini-
cans recently surpassed Puerto 
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BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT Vanessa Gibson, Dominican Bronx residents, community leaders, clergy members, and a host of Do-
minican elected of� cials representing The Bronx and Northern Manhattan were joined by Gov. Kathy Hochul (not pictured) at a vigil on April 
14, 2025 on Lou Gehrig Plaza in Concourse, The Bronx, to honor the lives lost in the Jet Set niteclub roof collapse on April 8, 2025 in Santa 
Domingo, Dominican Republic.
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By SÍLE MOLONEY
Two young men were hospitalized af-

ter they were shot inside Wendy’s restau-
rant in Fordham Manor on Saturday eve-
ning, April 5, police said.

A police spokeswoman said the shoot-
ing took place around 7.24 p.m. inside 342 
East Fordham Road, which is the address 
for Wendy’s. They said the first young 
man who was shot was 26 years of age and 
he was shot in the chest and back. “He’s 
transported to St. Barnabas, and stable,” 
the police spokeswoman said.

She said the second victim, a 27-year-
old man, was shot in the arm and the 
thigh. “He was also taken to St. Barna-
bas and is in stable condition,” she said. 
We asked about unconfirmed reports of a 
potential third gunshot victim who may 
have fled the scene on a motorcycle.  The 
spokesperson said, “No, I don’t see any-
thing for a third individual anywhere.”

Asked if there were any suspects, the 
spokesperson said, “I don’t have any in-
formation on the suspect, just that they 
fled the scene. I’m not even sure how they 
fled, but I guess on foot, but I can’t con-
firm.”

Asked if the two victims were custom-
ers or employees, the spokeswoman said, 
“I’m not sure if they had purchased any-
thing at the time but they were in a Wen-
dys.” Asked if she could confirm if they 
were employees, she said in part, “Oh no, 

no, I can’t tell. I’m not sure if they were 
there as customers or if they were work-
ing.”

Norwood News later spoke to one man 
who was passing Wendy’s in the early 
hours of Sunday morning when the res-

taurant was seen shuttered and asked if 
he knew anything about the shooting. He 
said he had not heard about it and told us 
he was just out of hospital. He had a ban-
daged hand and was carrying some plas-
tic bags.

A police car was also seen seemingly 
on patrol in the area and at one point 
was parked on East Fordham Road in the 
early hours of Sunday morning, not far 
from Wendy’s.

On Sunday, April 6, the NYPD con-
firmed there were no arrests, and the in-
vestigation remains ongoing. Wendys was 
seen back open on Sunday, but a sign on 
the door advised customers that it was 
taking orders to go only through a front 
window. No indoor dining was available. 
[The restaurant may be back to normal 
now.] 

We spoke to one staff member who 
didn’t have any comment on the incident 
other than saying that everyone (staff 
members) was ok. 

Anyone with information regarding 
this incident is asked to call the NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS 
(8477) or for Spanish, 1-888-57-PISTA 
(74782). The public can also submit their 
tips by logging onto the Crime Stoppers 
website at  https://crimestoppers.
nypdonline.org/, or on X @NYPDTips.

All calls are strictly confidential.

Fordham Manor: Two Young Men Shot 
inside Wendy’s on Fordham Road

Image courtesy of the Citizens App

NYPD INVESTIGATORS AND police officers cordon off the Wendy’s restaurant lo-
cated at 342 East Fordham Road in Fordham Manor on Saturday night, April 5, 2025, 
after two young men were shot on the premises earlier that evening. 

Image courtesy of the Citizens App

CONE MARKERS ARE placed by NYPD ballistics investigators inside a Wendys lo-
cated at 342 East Fordham Road in Fordham Manor on Saturday night, April 5, 2025, 
after two young men were shot on the premises earlier that evening. One chair is seen 
overturned and a liquid (possibly blood) is seen on the floor as police cordon off the 
crime scene.  
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Kingsbridge: Person Found Deceased on Subway Station Tracks
By SÍLE MOLONEY

A man in his thirties was found de-
ceased on the tracks of the 238th Street 
subway station in Kingsbridge in the 
early hours of Tuesday morning, April 
15, police said.

  “Today, at approximately 3.18 a.m., 
police responded to a 911 call of an aided 
at 238th Street aboard a northbound 1 
train within the confines of the 50 Pre-
cinct, ” a police spokeswoman told Nor-
wood News.  “Upon arrival, officers ob-
served an unconscious, unresponsive 
and unidentified male in his thirties on 
the tracks.”

She said EMS responded and pro-
nounced the male deceased at the scene 
and added that the Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner will determine the 
cause of death. The investigation is on-
going.

The NY Daily News had described the 
victim in a headline as a subway surfer. 
Meanwhile, the New York Post has  re-
ported on some dangerous subway surf-
ing incidents in recent months. Norwood 
News has also witnessed passengers rid-
ing outside in between subway cars, es-
pecially in summer on the elevated train 
tracks, though we don’t know if it was 
the case here. 

We asked the NYPD if the victim in 
this case had been train-surfing, and 
the spokesperson said she could not con-
firm.

On Jan 21, the FDNY said they re-
ceived a call at around 5.59 p.m. for a re-
port of an injured person on the tracks 
at East Gun Hill Road subway station 
serving the 5 train at Dyre Avenue in the 
Pelham Gardens section of The Bronx. 
They said one civilian with life-threat-
ening injuries had been transported to 
Jacobi Hospital in Morris Park and the 
person’s condition and description were 
unknown. The NY Post reported that in-
cident as being a subway surfing case.

Regarding the latest incident in 
Kingsbridge, we also reached out to the 
MTA for comment and a media spokes-
person, Lucas Bejarano, responded, say-
ing, “Northbound (1) train service was 
temporarily suspended between Dyck-
man St and 242 St – Van Cortlandt Park. 
Shuttle bus service was called for to take 
customers from Dyckman St to 242 St 
– Van Cortlandt Park station. Normal 
service resumed at 6:02 a.m.” We were 
referred by the MTA to the NYPD for 
further information on the incident.

We also asked the MTA what the 
agency is doing generally to combat sub-
way surfing. Bejarano referred us to a 
22-page letter addressed to U.S. Secre-

tary for the Department of Transporta-
tion Sean Duffy. In it, the MTA outlines 
various safety challenges the agency 
faces, including the handling of persons 
who may be living with a mental illness 
and the dangerous subway surfing trend. 
Page 14 and 15 share information on the 
efforts underway by the MTA to combat 
subway surfing in particular.

These included in 2021 convening a 
Track Tresspass Task Force to combat 

unauthorized access to its subway tracks 
and cars through NYPD enforcement, 
sensors, and innovative technologies to 
detect trespassing, infrastructure en-
hancements, and customer campaigns.

Bejarano said the agency’s outreach 
work includes the campaign against 
subway surfing, “Ride Inside Stay 
Alive.” He said as part of a more re-
cent partnership with comedian Kenan 
Thompson of Saturday Night Live fame, 

Thompson’s voice can be heard in a re-
corded  announcement  asking passen-
gers not to ride outside train cars.

Reacting on the Citizens’ App to 
news of the Kingsbridge incident, 
BronxUser1566585015, said, “You’re 30, 
why would you do this sh*t?” Mean-
while, destiny513 said, “30 years old do-
ing this is sad; should have definitely 
known better.”

NewYorkUser780494014 said, “Defi-
nitely wasn’t subway surfing… I take 
that train every day from (West) 242 
Street. It had to be one of the homeless 
people who pee between cars and prob-
ably lost balance and fell… ya lack real 
intelligence and emotion.”

Another user, saucyyyyyyyy, said, 
“Where the f–k you get energy to wanna 
climb on top of a train in your 30’s. Lol I 
barely wanna get out of bed.” 

Meanwhile, later on Tuesday, at Cres-
cent Street subway station in Brooklyn, 
emergency services reportedly removed 
a person from the northbound train 
tracks and onto the platform, avoiding 
contact with a train, according to a Citi-
zens’ App post. 

The station serves the J and Z trains. 
When contacted, FDNY officials said 
they received a call at 6.37 p.m. for a re-
port of a person on the roadbed at 233 
Crescent Street. They said the patient 
left prior to the arrival of EMS.

Back in The Bronx, it’s not the first 
time that a dangerous incident has 
taken place at the 238th street subway 
station. A man was hospitalized follow-
ing a police-involved shooting on April 
13, 2023, at 231st Street subway station, 
following an apparent stand off on the 
elevated train track between police and 
the man who officers said was armed 
with a gun. 

Witnesses had earlier reported see-
ing a man on the elevated train track at 
the 238th Street subway station armed 
with a gun who had been acting errati-
cally. In November 2023, a police lieuten-
ant from the 50th Precinct was hospital-
ized after he was assaulted by a subway 
rider at the same subway station.

Anyone with information regard-
ing this incident is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS (8477) or for Spanish, 
1-888-57-PISTA (74782). The public can 
also submit their tips by logging onto 
theCrime Stoppers website at https://
crimestoppers.nypdonline.org/, 
or on X @NYPDTips.

All calls are strictly confidential.
*David Greene contributed to this 

story.

Photo by Síle Moloney

A MAN WAS found deceased on Tuesday, April 15, 2025, on the tracks of the 238th 
Street subway station, pictured here on April 14, 2023, in Kingsbridge police said. 

Photo by Síle Moloney

A SUBWAY SAFETY notice regarding subway surfing is seen inside Grand Central 
subway station on March 2, 2025.



By SÍLE MOLONEY
Two people were injured following a 

fi re in the Norwood section of the Bronx, 
FDNY offi cials said. A fi re department 
spokesperson said 12 emergency units, 
comprising 60 fi re and EMS personnel 
responded to the blaze after they re-
ceived a call at 8.17 a.m. on March 28.

They said the residential fi re was on 
the fi rst fl oor of 3576 Dekalb Avenue, lo-
cated between East 212th Street and East 
213 Street, a multiple, 6-story, Class 3 
dwelling (125 ft. x 60 ft.). They said the 
fi re was brought under control at 8.57 
a.m. and two civilians were treated for 
injuries and transported by EMS to local 
area hospitals.

We spoke to Mongo Sley at the scene 
who said he was still half asleep earlier 
that morning as the fi re was burning but 
he recalled witnessing fi refi ghters save 
some victims. “One was burnt though,” 
he said. We asked if it was an older or a 
younger person and he said, “An older 
man, like, an older lady, and some other 
person.” 

Asked if the fi re was big, he said, “Oh, 
a whole bunch of fl ames!” He added that 
his mother lives in the building close to 
where it’s understood the fi re started. 
“She’s lucky it didn’t hit her apartment,” 
Sley said. Asked if she was ok, he said 
she was good and added that everyone 
[on that side of the building] had evacu-
ated. 

Speaking in Spanish, another resi-

dent said he didn’t know very well what 
had happened. He just saw the fi refi ght-
ers arrive and tackle the blaze. Another 
female resident who lives on another 
side of the building explained that it was 
her homecare assistant who was arriv-
ing at the woman’s building by car who 
saw the fl ames and warned her. 

“My homecare called me to tell me to 
come downstairs,” she said, adding that 
she suffers from asthma. “I don’t need 
to get sick,” she said, and added that not 
everyone in the building evacuated, but 
she and one or two others on her side of 
the building did.

Referring to the residents of the im-
pacted apartment, another male resi-
dent, Joseph Pagan, said, “I know those 
people for many years. They’re a good 
family. I just want to make sure they’re 
ok. I don’t know what the hell happened. 
I was a little bit depressed when I heard.” 
He asked if we knew if a female resident 
who had been injured was going to be 
ok. We said we would share whatever in-
formation we received from the FDNY. 
Bound by HIPAA laws, hospitals don’t 
disclose any personal medical statuses 
of patients in their care.

Later, we spoke to another young 
man who said he was a handyman for the 
building. We asked if he could explain 
what he knew about the cause of the fi re. 
Speaking in Spanish, he told us a tenant 
who he estimates is in his forties was 
inside a fi rst-fl oor apartment where it 

seems the fi re started. “It appears he has 
some mental problems,” he said.   

He said it appeared that the man 
set his body on fi re in his room with a 
lighter. When we asked FDNY offi cials 
if they could confi rm this, they said 
the cause of the fi re was under investi-
gation. The handyman later added that 
the fi refi ghters arrived promptly at the 
scene and that three people, the man in 
his forties and two other younger people, 
were assisted. He said he believed only 
one person was injured.    

Meanwhile, FDNY offi cials said there 
were no injuries reported after a fi re 

broke out in a residential building at 3154 
Grand Concourse in Bedford Park on 
Saturday morning, April 12. They said 
the cause is also under investigation. 

A popular animal hospital on Kings-
bridge Road in Fordham Manor, which has 
served the community for 90 years, was se-
riously damaged when an after-hours fi re 
broke on March 27. Again, FDNY reported 
no injuries to human or animal, though a 
resident told us a bird located on a higher 
fl oor had died in the fi re.  

Visit https://www.fdnysmart.
org/ to read FDNY’s fi re safety tips. 

“Yes, in certain parks they allow 
barbecuing. Yes, I knew that. I don’t 
barbecue, but I used to cook out back in 
the day. I don’t know how things are these 
days; I haven’t been to the parks lately.”

Raven Chestnut, 
Norwood
Photo courtesy of Raven Chestnut

INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER By DAVID GREENE & SÍLE MOLONEY
 

“I was aware of that, and I do barbecue 
but not in the parks. We go in the backyard 
or a family member’s or a friend’s private 
house. I see people barbecuing on the 
street all the time. On the sidewalk, they’re 
partying out here. It’s not like back in the 
day when they had barbecue pits in the 
parks, some parks do, and some don’t. 
I think they should enforce the illegal 
cookouts more.”

Chevon Young, 
Former University Heights resident now 
living in Yonkers
Photo by David Greene

“I’m all for public barbecues as long as 
folks are provided the tools to clean up 
properly with compost and recycling bins 
and actually use them. Nothing is worse 
than seeing trash scattered across the 
park or blowing into the street the next 
day. If someone is hosting a birthday 
barbecue, either they have to get there 
early to hold the space, or they’re out 
of luck. Often, they end up barbecuing 
wherever they � nd a space. I think it’s 
more about education and why parks have 
designated barbecue areas. I also think 
NYC Parks needs to provide more trash 
and recycling receptacles.”

Anthony Ramirez ll, 
Parkchester
Photo provided by Anthony Ramirez ll

“I am against BBQs in public parks; it 
belongs in private yards. All that smoke 
is a nuisance. It seems the city could 
announce that better. I am only vaguely 
aware of certain places where I’ve seen it 
posted that there is a designated barbecue 
area. In a larger park, they could post 
that barbecues are only permitted in 
designated areas, but it gets really tricky 
with the smaller parks, where there are 
no barbecuing areas. It is annoying when 
people do it anyway.”

Roger Fentener, 
Van Vlissingen, Parkchester
Photo courtesy of Roger Fentener Van 
Vlissingen

Two Injured in Norwood Fire 

(continued on page 14)

4 •  April 17-April 30, 2025 • Norwood News

“Barbecuing in public parks should be 
better designated and enforced. That was 
a recent highlighted discussion at the 
Community Board 7 Parks meeting that 
your own paper’s editor-in-chief attended. 
It should be allowed, designated, and 
enforced. It’s the latter that is lacking. I 
do think more public outreach is needed, 
but the powers at the front don’t want to 
spend money on it.”

Anthony Rivieccio, 
Bedford Park
Photo courtesy of Anthony Rivieccio

This week, we asked Bronx residents if they were aware that only particular areas of certain City parks are 
available for the public to host outdoor barbecues, (areas situated away from trees).

Editor’s Note: Check out our latest Out & About listing in this edition for details of where 
to fi nd designated BBQ sites inside Bronx parks. 

Photo courtesy of Raspy North

FIREFIGHTERS ARE SEEN at 3576 Dekalb Avenue in Norwood on March 28, 2025, 
after extinguishing a residential � re at the location.
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By SÍLE MOLONEY & M. QUIÑONES
As Bronxites remain on edge amid 

regular news of deportations, including 
of some on working visas, a man was 
seemingly restrained at gunpoint by ICE 
officials in the Bedford Park section of 
The Bronx on Tuesday afternoon, April 
15. When asked, an NYPD spokesperson 
later said the department had no arrest 
on file for the location in question.

The attached photos show armed law 
enforcement authorities at 2914 Jerome 
Avenue between Minerva Place and East 
199th Street at around 3 p.m. on Tuesday. 
Dressed in plain clothes but wearing bul-
letproof vests displaying the words “Po-
lice” and “ERO,” some were also wear-
ing black face bandanas.

In the context of the U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement agency (ICE), 
ERO stands for Enforcement and Re-
moval Operations. What looked like ma-
chine guns were seen pointed at the head 
of the man, seen lying face down on the 
street with his hands behind his back at 
one point, while agents surrounded him. 
He appeared to plead with them raising 
his arms at one point as if to protect him-
self / his head.

An eyewitness told Norwood 
News that as the man exited the build-
ing located at 2914 Jerome Avenue, the 
agents approached him and seemingly 
instructed him to raise his arms and to 
get on the ground, which he did. He was 
then seen getting handcuffed, was put on 
his feet, and was seen walking away with 
the agents.

The witness did not see what hap-
pened after that and did not see if he 
was placed in a vehicle or not. The wit-
ness also said that the agents arrived 
at the scene in unmarked vehicles, dou-
ble-parked, and were later seen without 
their bulletproof vests and without any 

firearms entering the building and go-
ing upstairs.

When Norwood News contacted the 
NYPD late on Tuesday for more informa-
tion, we were informed the department 
had no arrest on file for the address pro-
vided. We shared the attached photos 
and asked if the man seen in the photos 
had therefore been released. We did not 
receive an immediate response.

We also reached out to ICE and asked 
if the man seen on the ground had been 
taken into custody, if he could be identi-
fied, if he had a criminal record and if so, 
what the charges were, if he’s in custody 
and if so, where; and finally, what the 
next actions are in relation to his status. 
We will share any updates we receive.

We also reached out to the U.S. Attor-
neys Office for the Southern District of 
New York to ask if it had any informa-
tion about the incident and will share 
any updates we receive. We also tried to 
reach the property owner for comment 
but were unsuccessful. 

On the same day, the NYC Council 
sued the Adams administration in ef-
forts to block Executive Order 50 signed 
by First Deputy Mayor Randy Mastro on 
April 8. The order invites ICE and other 
federal officials to operate an office on 
Rikers Island to investigate criminal ac-
tivity.

City council members said the order 
pertains to the City’s Sanctuary City 
laws which prevent ICE officials from 
maintaining an office on Rikers Island. 
They said the council recently autho-
rized Speaker Adrienne Adams to take 
legal action to defend against the viola-
tion of said Sanctuary Laws.

The lawsuit contends that Mastro’s 
order is “unlawful” and tainted by an 
alleged conflict of interest. The coun-

Bedford Park: Man Seemingly 
Restrained by ICE Agents as Council 

Seeks to Block Rikers Island ICE Offi ce

Photo by M. Quiñones

ICE OFFICIALS AND police are seen surrounding a man with fi rearms at 2914 Jerome 
Avenue between Minerva Place and East 199th Street in the Bedford Park section of 
The Bronx at around 3 p.m. on Tuesday, April 15, 2025. 

(continued on page 6)
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cil members referred to “the corrupt 
bargain the mayor entered into [with 
the Trump administration],” citing the 
mayor’s personal freedom in exchange 
for a Rikers Island ICE office. In Febru-
ary, federal prosecutors hit several New 
York politicians with a lawsuit over al-
leged ICE raid tip offs, but spared New 
York City Mayor Eric Adams.

On April 2, the mayor  addressed 
New Yorkers following news that Judge 
Dale E. Ho of the Federal District Court 
in Manhattan, on behalf of the U.S. 
Department of Justice (DOJ), had  dis-
missed  “with prejudice” [definitively] 
the bribery and corruption  charges 
brought against him in September 2024, 
following a November 2023 federal probe 
into the campaign finances relating to 
his 2021 mayoral election campaign.

The mayor had consistently main-
tained his innocence. His critics  al-
lege  the charges were dropped in ex-
change for his cooperation with the 
implementation of the Trump adminis-
tration’s immigration policy agenda and 
maintain he is unable to avoid the al-
leged conflict by delegating his author-
ity regarding the ICE office to Mastro.

The council members allege the ICE 
office would “undermine public safety 
in New York City by eroding trust be-
tween local government, including lo-
cal law enforcement, and New Yorkers.” 
They also argue that the mayor alleg-
edly never delegated the specified duty 
relating to the invitation to open the ICE 
office to Mastro, as required by the City 
Charter.

“Once again, this City Council is 
standing firm to protect the rights and 
safety of all New Yorkers against attacks 
by the Trump administration, because 
the city’s mayor won’t stop placing his 
own personal interests ahead of the peo-
ple of our city,” said the council speaker, 
who is also running for mayor.

“Mayor Eric Adams clearly indi-
cated his intention for this executive 
order when the Trump administration 

attempted to dismiss his corruption 
case in what prosecutors and Judge Ho 
saw as a quid pro quo,” she said in part. 
“The mayor has compromised our city’s 
sovereignty and is now threatening the 
safety of all New Yorkers.”  

The speaker alleged that [under the 
Trump administration], New Yorkers 
are afraid of cooperating with the city’s 
police, are discouraged from reporting 
crime and seeking help, and that this 
makes everyone in the city less safe. 
“This is a naked attempt by Eric Ad-
ams to fulfill his end of the bargain for 
special treatment he received from the 
Trump administration,” she said.

The speaker continued, “New York 
cannot afford its mayor colluding with 
the Trump administration to violate the 
law, and this lawsuit looks to the court to 
uphold the basic standard of democracy, 
even if our mayor won’t.”

The council alleges that on the same 
day the DOJ dismissed definitively the 
charges against the mayor, he met with 
Tom Homan, the Trump administra-
tion’s “border czar,” and expressed his 
intention to invite ICE onto Rikers via 
executive order. 

Several top federal prosecutors  re-
signed amid the push to drop the charges 
against the mayor. The council said that 
Ho, who reportedly declined to imme-
diately dismiss the case, sought inde-
pendent arguments and indicated that 
“everything here smacks of a bargain: 
dismissal of the indictment in exchange 
for immigration policy concessions.”

The Council also alleges that neither 
the mayor nor Mastro have claimed the 
mayor was walled off from the decision-
making process about Rikers office and 
that “to the contrary, when asked, the 
mayor explicitly denied that he was ‘re-
cused’ from the decision.”

An excerpt from the petition reads 
in part, “To assume, then, that federal 
agents from these [federal] agencies 
would limit themselves to criminal in-
vestigatory work if permitted on Rikers 
is willfully blind. Even if the Mayor and 
Mastro intend for ICE to limit its activi-
ties on Rikers to criminal enforcement, 
as permitted under the City’s sanctuary 
laws, once ICE re-establishes a presence 
on the island, there is no reason to be-
lieve it will not use the opportunity to 
supercharge President Trump’s mass 
deportation agenda.”

It continues, “Numerous experts 
have noted that the Mastro Executive 
Order gives ICE all of the tools it needs 
to carry out its civil deportation agenda. 
For example, Executive Order 50 contem-
plates the [Department of Correction] 
DOC intelligence bureau partnering 
with the federal government to coordi-
nate investigations and share informa-
tion, but once information is shared, it 
cannot be un-learned, the bell cannot 
be unrung, and federal agents will be 
able to use that information beyond its 

intended purpose, including for civil im-
migration enforcement.”

Meanwhile, an excerpt from the filed 
petition reads in part, “Furthermore, 
ICE has long been notorious for sweep-
ing unintended targets into its enforce-
ment activities, meaning that allowing 
ICE back onto Rikers for the purpose of 
criminal investigation [..] is only a short 
and slippery slope to civil immigration 
enforcement.”

It continues, “In fact, ICE routinely 
arrests immigrants who simply happen 
to be in the vicinity of its intended tar-
get, despite lacking a warrant or even 
probable cause with respect to those 
‘collateral’ arrestees. And it continues 
to do so in violation of a federal court or-
der that limited this practice in 2022, but 
which it has flagrantly disregarded.”

The petition excerpt continues, “In-
discriminate removals harm more than 
just those who are deported, as immi-
grant New Yorkers account for roughly 
38% of our city’s total population and 
often have a U.S. citizen spouse or chil-
dren. And once ICE gets started, courts 
and City officials will be largely power-
less to stop these harms from cascading. 
The impacts will not be confined to Rik-
ers: enabling ICE to pursue its aggres-
sive immigration on Rikers, [they] will 
irreparably erode the trust between lo-
cal government and the New York resi-
dents that it serves.”

We reached out to City Hall for com-
ment on the lawsuit. Press Secretary 
Kayla Mamelak Altus alleged the Coun-
cil appeared to be spreading misinfor-
mation and said in part that the mayor 
“delegated all powers, responsibilities, 
and decision-making related to any ac-
tion authorizing federal officials to in-
vestigate crimes at Rikers Island to First 
Deputy Mayor Randy Mastro.”

She said Mastro conducted a thor-
ough and independent assessment, 
which included multiple visits to Rikers 
Island, conversations with federal law 
enforcement, the City’s own Department 
of Correction officers, and more. She 
said he independently concluded that a 
federal presence at Rikers is in the City’s 
best interest and protects public safety, 

particularly in ongoing efforts to target 
violent transnational gangs now present 
in the city, including those designated as 
terrorist organizations.

“Cooperation with federal law en-
forcement, including the FBI, DEA, 
ATF, Homeland Security, and U.S. Postal 
Inspectors, will be expressly limited to 
criminal law enforcement investiga-
tions, not civil matters,” she said. “Exec-
utive Order 50 is expressly authorized by 
New York City’s local laws, the very laws 
enacted by the City Council.”

She added, “While we will review the 
lawsuit, this one seems baseless and con-
trary to the public interest in protecting 
New Yorkers from violent criminals. We 
remain committed to our administra-
tion’s efforts to reduce crime and keep 
New Yorkers safe — we hope the City 
Council will join us in doing so.”

We were further informed by City 
Hall that the City Council realizes the 
executive order, on its face, is consistent 
with local law and therefore, is, in City 
Hall’s view, engaging in speculation and 
surmise, which, according to City Hall, 
is not a proper basis for any lawsuit.

Several Bronx Democratic elected 
officials, as well as Bronx Community 
Board 7 (CB7) representatives, are en-
couraging residents who may be fearful 
of being confronted by ICE officials to 
learn and know their rights. Many lo-
cal elected officials have palm cards and 
other documents available in different 
languages at their offices to assist immi-
grants in this regard.

 On Thursday, April 3, the mayor an-
nounced he had dropped out of the up-
coming Democratic mayoral primary 
and is now running as an independent, 
as reported by Politico.

On Wednesday, April 16, federal pros-
ecutors announced that Ghislaine Barri-
entos, 37, of Mount Vernon, NY, a former 
corrections officer, was sentenced to six 
months in prison, to be followed by six 
months of home detention, for her par-
ticipation in a scheme to accept bribes in 
exchange for smuggling narcotics and 
other contraband into Rikers Island jail. 
She had previously pleaded guilty to the 
charge.

Bedford Park: Man Seemingly 
Restrained by ICE Agents as Council 

Seeks to Block Rikers Island ICE Office
(continued from page 5)

Photo by M. Quiñones

ICE OFFICIALS AND police are seen surrounding a man with firearms at 2914 Jerome 
Avenue between Minerva Place and East 199th Street in the Bedford Park section of 
The Bronx at around 3 p.m. on Tuesday, April 15, 2025. 

Photo by M. Quiñones

ICE OFFICIALS AND police are seen 
surrounding a man with firearms at 2914 
Jerome Avenue between Minerva Place 
and East 199th Street in the Bedford Park 
section of The Bronx at around 3 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 15, 2025. 



Mayor Cleared Definitively of 
Corruption Charges 

New York City Mayor Eric Adams 
addressed New Yorkers on Wednesday, 
April 2, reacting to news that Judge 
Dale E. Ho of the Federal District Court 
in Manhattan, on behalf of the U.S. 
Department of Justice (DOJ), had  dis-
missed definitively the bribery and cor-
ruption charges brought against the 
mayor in September 2024. The charges 
followed a November 2023 federal probe 
into Adams’ campaign finances relat-
ing to his 2021 mayoral election cam-
paign. 

A slew of top-level resignations from 
the Adams administration were  re-
ported  around the time of the formal 
indictment. In February, the DOJ dis-
missed the charges “without prejudice,” 
meaning they could have been brought 
against the mayor in the future. How-
ever, following the latest DOJ ruling, 
this is no longer the case. Also in Feb-
ruary, former U.S. Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York Danielle 
Sassoon resigned seemingly amid pres-
sure  from U.S. Attorney General Pam 
Bondi to drop the charges against the 
mayor. Adams has consistently main-
tained his innocence. 

On April 3, the mayor announced he 
had dropped out of the upcoming Dem-
ocratic mayoral primary and is now 
running as an independent. The news 
follows long-term allegations by the 
mayor’s critics that he is beholden to 
U.S. President Donald Trump after al-
legedly striking a deal with the presi-
dent for his exoneration in return for 

the mayor’s cooperation with Trump’s 
immigration policy implementation.

Immigrant Heritage 
Week Kicks Off 

Manuel Castro, Commissioner of 
the NYC Mayor’s Office of Immigrant 
Affairs (MOIA), kicked off the 21st an-
nual Immigrant Heritage Week (IHW) 
with the theme  “NYC: Built by Gen-
erations of Immigrants” on April 14. 
“Immigrant New Yorkers have trans-
formed the city into a global capital of 
innovation, creativity, and progress,” 
MOIA officials said. 

IHW 2025 also kicks off MOIA’s 
three-month celebration of immi-
grants, history, and contributions, with 
a focus on events showcasing the diver-
sity of immigrant New Yorkers. As part 
of IHW, MOIA will launch a Language 
Access Campaign, encouraging all 
New Yorkers to seek services in their 
preferred language.

Castro spoke of New York City being 
a city of hope and a place of opportu-
nity to reach one’s own pursuit of hap-
piness. “Each year during IHW, MOIA 
highlights and promotes city and com-
munity events celebrating the city’s 
immigrant community that will run 
through IHW and the national celebra-
tion of Immigrant Heritage Month in 
June,” he said. “We invite all New York-
ers to join us in honoring the legacy of 
NYC being a city of immigrants.”

MOIA officials said that for over 400 
years, New York City has been a beacon 
of opportunity, resilience, and multi-
culturalism shaped by the dreams and 
determination of immigrants from 
around the world. As the gateway to 
America, they said NYC has welcomed 
millions through Ellis Island and be-
yond, with each new wave of arrivals 
leaving an enduring 
mark on New York 
City’s neighborhoods, 
industries, and cul-
ture. 

On April 17, 1907, 
they said Ellis Island 
welcomed 11,000 im-
migrants, the most in 
a single day, and since 
2004, MOIA has com-
memorated that date 
and the contributions 
of NYC’s immigrant 
population by creat-
ing Immigrant Heri-
tage Week. A full list 
of events can be found 
here: https://www.
nyc.gov/site/immi-
grants/about/immi-
grant-heritage-cele-
bration.page. 

FIFA Seek 
Volunteers for 

2025 Club 
World Cup 

FIFA, the inter-
national governing 
body for association 
soccer, issued a call 
on April 16 for volun-
teers in New York and 
New Jersey ahead of 

the FIFA 2025 Club World Cup, hosted 
by the U.S. Those interested in par-
ticipating are encouraged to submit 
an application on the Volunteers page 
at  FIFA.com  to be considered for vol-
unteer roles. 

The FIFA Club World Cup 2025 will 
bring together 32 elite teams from all 
six confederations, with the action set 
to kick off in New York on Sunday, June 
15. A total of 63 matches will take place 
across 12 host venues all over the United 
States, culminating in a spectacular fi-
nal at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey 
on Sunday, July 13, when FIFA will 
crown the Club World Champions.

City Opens Third 
Compositing Site in Queens

Responding to overwhelming de-
mand and to record amounts of com-
postable material collected, NYC 
Department of Sanitation (DSNY) 
announced on April 16 the opening 
of a new compost distribution site in 
Queens. Beginning next week, resi-
dents can pick up a free 40-pound bag 
of compost from 77-28 19th Avenue in 
Astoria, in addition to existing sites 
in Brooklyn and Staten Island. 

The Queens Compost Giveback 
Site will operate Wednesdays from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturdays from 
8 a.m. to 10 a.m. beginning April 
23 and running through Sept. 27. 
Residents must  pre-register online 
at nyc.gov/getcompost. Registration 
opens two weeks before each event.

Foreclosure Rates Hit 
Highs in The Bronx

The latest PropertyShark foreclo-
sure report of the broader New York 
metro area, including 12 New York 
and 12 New Jersey counties, found 

that even as Queens and Brooklyn 
first-time foreclosure filings declined 
14% year-on-year, The Bronx and 
Manhattan defied citywide trends 
with foreclosures hitting highs not 
seen in years. 

Foreclosure is  the legal process 
whereby a lender can take owner-
ship of a property and sell it to re-
cover their outstanding debt, if a bor-
rower defaults on a mortgage. The 
report found that The Bronx closed 
the first quarter of 2025 with 54 new 
cases, a figure not seen since the first 
quarter of 2020, while Manhattan’s 
54 cases represented an 8-year peak 
from the final quarter of 2016. 

The report found that overall, the 
start of 2025 brought the slowest first 
quarter in five years  as first-time 
foreclosures dropped 7% year-on-
year to just 1,503 cases. It found that 
this was fueled by the decrease in 
filings in nearly half of metro coun-
ties, including in its four most active 
markets: Queens, Suffolk County, 
Nassau County and Brooklyn, which 
claimed 37% of the metro’s caseload.  

The report found that the 
Parkchester,  Bronxdale,  and Van 
Nest areas, zip 10462,  was The 
Bronx’s foreclosure hotspot with 
nine cases. Meanwhile, Staten Is-
land remained flat,  retaining  its 
role  as the least  active foreclosure 
market in the City.  Foreclosures 
of two-family homes in New York 
City surged to represent 37% of new 
cases, while the number of single-
family, condo, and co-op foreclosures 
declined. Meanwhile, New York City 
commercial foreclosures dropped by 
a third, fueled by a significant slow-
down in Brooklyn cases (-59% year-
on-year). 
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BRIEFS

By SÍLE MOLONEY

Image courtesy of NYC Mayor’s Office via 
YouTube

NEW YORK CITY Mayor Eric Adams 
addresses New Yorkers outside his 
residence at Gracie Mansion on April 
2, 2025.

Image courtesy of PropertyShark

MANHATTAN AND BRONX foreclosure surges go against citywide cooling



Kingsbridge Heights: Male Suspect 
Sought after Slashing 

The NYPD is asking for the public’s 
help identifying the person seen in the ac-
companying photo above who they said is 
sought in connection to an assault that oc-
curred in Kingsbridge Heights. Police said 
that on Sunday, April 13, at around 3.27 
p.m. at the intersection of Jerome Avenue 
and West Kingsbridge Road, an unidenti-
fi ed person approached a 29-year-old male 
victim and slashed him in the face with a 
cutting instrument.

“The unidentifi ed individual fl ed on 
foot, traveling northbound on Jerome Av-
enue,” police said. “The victim sustained a 
laceration to the face and was transported 
by EMS to St. Barnabas Hospital in stable 
condition.” The NYPD is also asking for 
the public’s help identifying three people 
sought in connection to a separate assault 
(slashing), also to the face, that occurred on 
Sunday, April 13, at around 2 a.m., in front 
of 3391 Boston Road in Williamsbridge.

Norwood: Two Sought for 
Robbery & Assault

The NYPD is asking for the public’s 
help identifying the people seen in the ac-
companying photos at right who they say 
are wanted in connection with a robbery 
and assault that occurred in Norwood. 
Police said that on Tuesday, March 18, at 
around 2.15 p.m., inside 3459 Dekalb Av-
enue, a residential property, two people 
approached a 39-year-old male victim and 
demanded money.

 “The individuals then began to punch 
the victim about the body and forcibly re-
moved approximately $70 dollars from his 
pocket,” police said. “The individuals then 
fl ed on foot northbound on Dekalb Avenue 
towards East Gun Hill Road. The victim 
was treated on scene for minor injuries.”

Police said the fi rst suspect is de-
scribed as male, has a dark complexion, a 
medium build, and was last seen wearing 
a black jacket, black pants, and grey sneak-
ers. They said the second suspect is also 
described as male, has a dark complexion, 
a slim build, and was last seen wearing a 
black ski hat, a black jacket, white pants, 
and burgundy sneakers.

Fordham Manor: Three Sought 
for Armed Robbery 

The NYPD is asking for the public’s 
help identifying the three people seen in 
the accompanying photos at right who 
they say are wanted in connection with 
an armed robbery that occurred in the 
early hours of Saturday morning, April 
12, in Fordham Manor. Police said that 
on April 12 at around 2.40 a.m. inside the 
Fordham Road-Grand Concourse sub-
way station, serving the B and D trains, 
a 21-year-old male victim was standing 
on the southbound platform when three 
unidentifi ed people approached him. 

They said one member of the group 
displayed a knife and another displayed 
a razor and demanded the victim’s prop-
erty. “The victim surrendered his wallet 
containing $10 dollars, credit cards, and 
a debit card,” police said, adding that 
the group then fl ed the station on foot 
to parts unknown. They said there were 
no injuries reported. Police said the fi rst 
suspect is described as male, has a light 
complexion, and was last seen wearing a 
blue coat, a gray sweatshirt, gray pants, 
and gray and white sneakers. 

They said the second suspect is also 
described as male, has a light complex-
ion, and was last seen wearing a black 

jacket, a black sweatshirt, black pants, 
and white and black sneakers. They said 
the third suspect is also described as 
male, has a light complexion, and was 
last seen wearing a black jacket, a black 
sweatshirt, black pants, and white and 
black sneakers.

University Heights: Two Sought 
after Robbery and Assault

The NYPD is asking for the public’s 
help identifying the people seen in the 
accompanying image on next page who 
they say are sought in connection with 
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a robbery that occurred in University 
Heights. Police said that on Saturday, 
April 12, at around 5.15 p.m. a 68-year-old 
male victim was walking in the vicin-
ity of West 183rd Street and Aqueduct 
Avenue when an unidentifi ed man ap-
proached him and demanded his belong-
ings.

They said the suspect then stole the 
victim’s bracelet, and as he tried to re-
trieve it, the suspect punched him to the 
left side of his head. They said the suspect 
then fl ed the location on foot and entered a 

black Ford pick-up truck with a second un-
identifi ed male before driving westbound 
on West 183rd Street. They said the victim 
was treated on scene for minor injuries.

Anyone with information regarding these 
incidents is asked to call the NYPD’s Crime 
Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477) 
or for Spanish, 1-888-57-PISTA (74782). The 
public can also submit their tips by logging 
onto the Crime Stoppers website at https://
crimestoppers.nypdonline.org/, or on Twit-
ter @NYPDTips. All calls are strictly con-
fi dential.
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CRIME FILE - CONTINUED

Source: NYPD

MAJOR CRIME STATISTICS for the 46th Precinct for the 28-day period ending April 
6, 2025, compared to last year (left), and year-to-date major crime statistics for the 
46th Precinct as of April 6, 2025, compared to last year (right). This precinct covers 
some or all of Fordham, University Heights, Morris Heights and Mt. Hope.

Source: NYPD

MAJOR CRIME STATISTICS for the 50th Precinct for the 28-day period ending April 
6, 2025, compared to last year (left), and year-to-date major crime statistics for the 
50th Precinct as of April 6, 2025, compared to last year (right). This precinct covers 
some or all of Kingsbridge, Fieldston, Riverdale, Marble Hill, and Spuyten Duyvil. 

Source: NYPD  

MAJOR CRIME STATISTICS for the 52nd Precinct for the 28-day period ending April 
6, 2025, compared to the same timeframe last year (left), and year-to-date major crime 
statistics for the 52nd Precinct as of April 6, 2025, compared to last year (right). This 
precinct covers some or all of Bedford Park, Fordham, Kingsbridge, Norwood, Bronx 
Park, and University Heights.

CRIME FILE - MAJOR CRIME STSTISTICS BY SÍLE MOLONEY

CALL US AT (929) 318 6595 TO ADVERTISE

(continued from page 8)



EVENTS
Assemblymember John Zaccaro 
Jr. is sponsoring an Easter Egg 
Hunt on Sunday, April 27, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Pelham Parkway 
Greenway and Williamsbridge 
Road. Join the annual Easter egg 
hunt along with games, music, 
snacks, and more. For more 
information, call (718) 409-0109. 

Join the Williamsbridge Oval 
Recreation Center for their 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt on 
Saturday, April 19, from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at 3225 Reservoir Oval 
East, Bronx, NY 10467. Families 
and children are invited to take 
part in the easter egg hunt as well 
as fun spring games, arts and 
crafts, egg hunt, and more. For 
more information, call (718) 543-
8672. 

The Bronx County Historical 
Society is launching the Uptown 
Rumble Heavy Music in The 
Bronx exhibit on Thursday, April 
24, at 6 p.m. at the Museum of 
Bronx History, 3266 Bainbridge 
Avenue in Norwood, The 
Bronx. The exhibit runs through 
November and is curated by 
Steven Payne, Chucky Brown, 
and Jeo Estrella. Learn more at 
bronxhistory.org/uptownrumble.  

FILM
The Kingsbridge Historical Society 
is hosting a free screening of The 
Boys of Kingsbridge on Thursday, 
April 24, from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at Edgehill 2570 Independence 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10463. The � lm 
is written, produced, and directed 
by Thom MacNamara and tells 
the story of � ve friends from the 
same neighborhood in the Bronx 
who grow up and go their separate 
ways. For more information, email 
info@kingsbridgehistoricalsociety.
org. 

LITERATURE
Join the Norwood Community 
Library for its � rst ever in-person 
Book Club on Saturday, April 19, 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. To receive an 
invitation and book, direct message 
@norwoodcommunitylibrary on 
Instagram. 

Join The Lehman College School 
of Business for a Talk and Book 
Signing on Tuesday, April 29, from 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at 250 Bedford 
Park Boulevard West, Bronx, NY 
10468. Join Carla Harris as she 
shares insights from her book Lead 
to Win. For more information, call 
(718) 960-8000. 

MOVEMENT
Join NYC Parks for Gentle Flow 
Yoga on Thursday, April 24, from 
6.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. at the 
Williamsbridge Oval Recreation 
Center, 3225 Reservoir Oval East, 
Bronx, NY 10467. End your day 
with a gentle, low-impact practice 
to help improve � exibility, release 

tension, and energize the body; 
ideal for all levels. For more 
information, call (718) 543-8672. 

FAMILY
Join the St. James Recreation Center 
for Senior Games on Friday, April 
18, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 2530 
Jerome Ave, Bronx, NY 10468. 
Participate in billiards, chess, bingo, 
card games dominoes, and socialize 
with others. For more information, 
call (718) 367-3657.

Join the Mosholu Public Library for 
Little Movers Storytime and Crafts 
on Wednesday, April 16, from 11 
a.m. to 11.45 a.m. at 285 East 205th 
Street, Bronx, NY 10467. Children 
aged 0 to 5 can join to hear stories, 
sing songs, and create crafts as you 
help your active child build important 
early learning skills. For more 
information, call (718) 882-8239. 

The Jerome Park Library is hosting 
Jerome Park Blooms on Monday, 
April 21, from 3.30 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. at 118 Eames Place, Bronx, 
NY 10468. Teens aged 13-18 are 
welcome to help plant � owers. For 
more information, call (718) 549-
5200.

NYC Parks is reminding residents 
that there are designated BBQ 
areas within the City’s public parks 
where grilling and barbequing 
are permitted. Not all parks have 
designated BBQ areas, and BBQs 
are permitted only in speci� c 
sections of those parks. For more 
information, visit https://www.
nycgovparks.org/facilities/barbecue.

The Bronx includes but is not limited 
to the following locations:
Van Cortlandt Park has two areas: 
Allen Shandler Recreation Area: 
Jerome Avenue, south of 233rd 
Street and Broadway, and West 
242nd Street (adjacent to the pool).
Bronx Park has one area: Boston 
Road and 180th Street.
Claremont Park has one area: 
Morris Avenue and Teller Avenue.

Residents are also reminded to be 
cautious when barbecuing and to 
keep a safe distance from patrons, 
children, and trees, to be courteous 
to others, and to please clean the 
area carefully before leaving. Events 
involving more than 20 people 
require a special permit. For more 
information, visit
https://nyceventpermits.
nyc.gov/parks/Login.
aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fParks%2f.

NYC Parks rules prohibit littering 
and dumping of debris, the use 
of propane, barbecuing in non-
authorized areas, and barbecuing 
next to trees, tree roots, or buildings. 
BBQs should be 10 feet or more 
from any structure and at least 3 feet 
off the ground. Any type of open, 
ground, or camp� re is prohibited. 
Barbecuing by anyone 18 years or 
younger is prohibited. 

All coal and matches must be 
disposed of in designated red 
barrels. Flammables should never 
be placed in a regular litter barrel. 
Use water to extinguish hot coals. 
Improperly dumped coal or 
matches can do major damage to 
parks. 
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Spring Career & Resource Fair
MMCC Workforce Development is 

hosting a spring career and resource 
fair on Wednesday, April 30, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at 3450 Dekalb Avenue, Bronx 
NY 10467. Bring resume copies and come 
dressed to the interview. To R.S.V.P., call 
(347) 782-9267. 

Book Fairies
All ages are invited to grab a book 

at the Williamsbridge Oval Recreation 
Center, 3225 Reservoir Oval East, Bronx 
for the “Take a Book” program. Take 
one or two free books to share with your 
family. For more information, email se-
mevolos@parks.nyc.gov.

Photography Workshop
Green Canvas Productions is hosting 

a photography workshop on Saturday, 
May 3, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Bryan 
Park, East Fordham Road and East 
Kingsbridge Road, Bronx, NY 10458. For 
more information, visit https://green-
canvasproductions.com.  

Resource Fair 
P.S. / M.S. 20, in partnership with 

the Offi ce of Bronx Borough President 
Vanessa L. Gibson and Mosholu Mon-
tefi ore Community Center, is hosting 
The Innovative Resource Fair on Fri-
day, May 16, from noon to 3 p.m. at 3050 
Webster Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467. Free 
resources will include education, health 
care services, basic needs, employment 
opportunities, food resources, and more. 
For more information, email IFischer@
schools.nyc.gov.  

Chancellor’s Day Holiday Trip
Registration is open for the Mosholu 

Montefi ore Community Center Chancel-
lor’s Day Holiday Trip on Thursday, June 
6, for kids aged 5 through 12 from 8:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. The cost is $135. Join for 
a fun adventure at Big Kahuna’s Water 
Park. To register, and fi nd more infor-
mation, visit https://mmcc.campman-
agement.com/p/request_for_info_m.
php?action=enroll.  

Applications Open for Paid 
Internship Program

Apply now for the Dr. Beverly J. Rob-
inson Community Folk Culture Intern-
ship Program for youth aged 14 to 21. 

This is a 5-week paid summer internship 
that offers the chance to develop skills 
while working with artists and commu-
nity leaders. The internship runs from 
July 8 through Aug. 8, and the deadline 
to apply is April 30. For more informa-
tion, call (718) 652-6256. 

Give Feedback on Citi Bike 
Station Locations in Bronx 

Community Board 7
Citi Bike service will be expanding 

in Norwood and Riverdale beginning 
in the Fall of 2025. An online feedback 
portal is available for residents to iden-
tify locations where they would like to 
see Citi Bike locations as well as areas 
where they would not like to see Citi 
Bike locations. The portal is open until 
mid-April. For more information, visit 
https://nycdotprojects.info/project-
feedback-map/suggest-station-bronx-
cb7-cb8.

Primary Election Day, June 24, 
2025 

Primary Election Day in New York 
is Tuesday, June 24. Polls are open from 
6 a.m. to 9 p.m. Early Voting runs from 

June 14- to 22. To be eligible to register 
to vote, a person must be a U.S. citizen; 
be 18 years old on June 24; a New York 
State resident for at least 30 days be-
fore the election; not be in prison for a 
felony conviction; not be adjudged men-
tally incompetent by a court; and not 
be claiming the right to vote elsewhere. 
The last day to register to vote in per-
son is June 14. Applications to register 
to vote by mail must also be received 
by June 14. For more information, visit 
https://vote.gov/register/new-york. 

Affordable Housing Lotteries
NYC Department of Housing, Pres-

ervation & Development (HPD) has 
open affordable housing lotteries for 
housing units in The Bronx. These in-
clude:

130 East 177th Street, with a deadline • 
of May 30
62-66 West Tremont Avenue, with a • 
deadline of April 21
 2070 Honeywell Avenue, with a dead-• 
line of May 1

Visit https://housingconnect.nyc.
gov/PublicWeb/searchlotteries for 
more information.



Ricans as the largest Latino national 
subgroup.

Norwood News reached out to the re-
sponsible DR government agency and to 
the U.S. Consulate in the Dominican Re-
public (DR) for precise details of the acci-
dent, including the cause, if known, the 
number of people in the niteclub at the 
time of the collapse, the number permit-
ted by law, along with other questions, 
but did not receive a response. 

According to various media reports, 
those killed include meringue singer 
Rubby Perez, who was performing in the 
club when the collapse occurred, and 
former Major League Baseball players, 
Octavio Dotel, Tony Enrique Blanco Ca-
brera, and Nelson Cruz.

According to the NYPD, Gomez joined 
the department in 2004 and was pro-
moted to detective in 2017. He had spent 
the last several years as a detective at 
the 49th Precinct located on Eastchester 
Road. The Precinct covers the Bronx 
neighborhoods of Allerton, Morris Park, 
Van Nest, Pelham Parkway, Eastchester 
Gardens, and Pelham Gardens. 

During his career, Gomez had 
made 150 felony arrests and 319 misde-
meanor arrests. He retired in October 
as a 3rd grade detective. Asked about his 
memories of Gomez, Pastor Jay Good-
ing Sr. of the 49th Precinct Clergy Coun-
cil said, “As a matter of fact, one of my 
members, his store was robbed. He had 
a 99-cent store on (East) Gun Hill Road 
and Det. Gomez was the one who came 
in and investigated.”

As part of the clergy council, Good-
ing Sr. often hosts “roll call” events at 
the 49th  Precinct in remembrance of of-
ficers who die or are killed in the line of 
duty. “Down through the years, many 
times we did the roll calls, and he was 
there at many of the events we had,” 
Gooding Sr. said. 

He added that a public memorial for 
Gomez would be announced shortly. 

Meanwhile, the Dominican American 
Republican Club invited the commu-
nity to its  monthly meeting and vigil 
prayer  for the victims on  Wednesday, 
April 16, in Allerton. 

On April 9, Irene Estrada, a minister 
and spiritual advisor for the NYPD Po-
licewoman’s Endowment Association, 
visited the precinct and prayed with 
several officers who had worked with 
Gomez on the nightshift.

“All of the officers said that this de-
tective had been at the 49 for so many 
years, that he had always been dedicated 
and very committed to his work and to 
his partners,” Estrada said. “Everybody 
loved the way he worked and the way he 
carried himself; a man of integrity.”

Asked how the Gomez family were 
doing, Estrada said, “They all went to 
DR to help find the bodies because at the 
time, they had still not found his body. 
They found his brother’s body first. 
Yeah, his brother died too.”

Estrada said of the officers who 
served with Gomez, “They were all tak-
ing it very hard and I was, like, wow! 
These guys are overwhelmed with the 
death of their friend, and they still show 
up to work and they’ve got to carry them-
selves like nothing’s happened.”

She concluded, “So I was there to 
comfort them and pray for them, and 
they were just sharing stories about 
him, that he was a man of integrity. 
They respected him, and [said he was] a 
good partner when he went out there in 
the streets.”

Norwood News learned less about 
Manny Diaz, the second Bronx victim of 
the tragedy. Residents had set up a make-
shift memorial in his memory, compris-
ing candles and flowers outside 2310 Uni-
versity Avenue in University Heights on 
April 12.

One resident of the building told us 
older residents of the building erected 
the memorial after learning of Diaz’s 
death. The resident said Diaz had moved 
out “many years ago.”

In the immediate aftermath of the 
tragedy, the Jet Set Niteclub manage-
ment posted a statement on its  Insta-
gram page in Spanish. It read, “Antonio 
Espaillat, a representative of the Jet 
Set family, encouraged the country to 
stand with the victims and their fami-
lies. The businessman found himself 
out of the country when this desperate, 
sad tragedy occurred and immediately 
returned to make himself available 
to collaborate with the authorities in 
the investigation and rescue efforts.”  

It continued, “Today, we would like 
to turn our attention, above all, to the 
families affected by the tragedy that oc-
curred last night at Jet Set. There are no 
adequate words to express the pain that 
this event has generated. What happened 
has  been  devastating for everyone. We 
want you to know that we are with you, 
that we share in your anguish.”

 
The statement continued, “From the 
first moment, we have been collaborat-
ing totally and transparently with the 
authorities.  We are in constant contact 
with  the Center  of  Emergency Opera-
tions (COE), while they continue the 
search and rescue efforts with the emer-
gency teams, volunteers and employees 
from more than 22 institutions.” 

Another further section read, “As a 
family, Jet Set is with you. To you, the 
mothers, fathers, brothers, sons, and 
loved ones of those affected: they count 
on us. Everything we do now, every de-
cision, every step has one purpose: to 
stand in solidarity with those in pain 
and to accompany them.”

It continued, “We want to thank, 
sincerely, the president of the Republic, 
Luis Abinader Corona. His presence at 
the site of the tragedy was a clear sign 
of solidarity. We also appreciate the tire-
less work of the emergency teams, and 
the respect with which the media and 

the citizens are handling this very deli-
cate situation. Today, more than ever, we 
are a family. Thank you, Jet Set” 

Back in The Bronx, Bronx Borough 
President Vanessa Gibson issued a state-
ment in remembrance of the victims 
shortly after news of the collapse broke 
and when the death toll was at twenty. 

It read in part, “Our prayers are with 
the families and loved ones affected by 
this devastating event. This tragedy hit 
close to home, and we extend our heart-
felt condolences to both the Dominican 
Republic and the community here in 
New York City.”

After a prayer vigil at Lincoln Hos-
pital on Friday, April 11, Councilmem-
ber Rafael Salamanca (C.D. 17), who is 
currently running for Bronx borough 
president, posted on X, “We reaffirm our 
solidarity with all of our Dominican sis-
ters and brothers who are grieving this 
loss.”

As the rescue efforts continued and 
the death toll gradually rose, several 
vigils were planned or have already 
taken place in the borough. New York 
Gov. Kathy Hochul announced that 13 
State landmarks were to be illuminated 
in blue, white and red to honor the vic-
tims of the tragedy on April 14.

The same day New York City Mayor 
Eric Adams visited DR, along with NYC 
Department of Transportation Com-
missioner Ydanis Rodriguez, a former 
councilman who represented Washing-
ton Heights in Manhattan, a heavily 
populated Hispanic neighborhood. They 
toured the scene of the collapse, met with 
relatives of the victims, laid flowers, and 
offered words of support.

Laying a wreath during his trip, Ad-
ams said it was a symbol not only of his 
love, but of the love that the Dominican 
Republic and New York had for all those 
impacted by the tragedy. “I’ll say it over 
and over again,” Adams said.  “I’m  not 
just the mayor of the city.  I’m  your 
brother, and your brother mourns with 
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(continued from page 1)

Bronx Stands with DR

Photo by David Greene

A PHOTO OF former University Heights 
resident Manny Diaz, killed in the roof 
collapse at the Jet Set niteclub in Santo 
Domingo, DR on April 8, 2025, is seen 
as part of a memorial outside his former 
home at 2310 University Avenue on April 
12, 2025. It had been erected by some el-
derly neighbors and friends.

Photo courtesy of the 49th Precinct Clergy 
Council

AN UNDATED PHOTO of retired 49th Pre-
cinct Det. Enmanuel Gomez, who was 
among the 231 people killed in a niteclub 
roof collapse in the Dominican Republic 
on April 8, 2025, is seen on April 9, 2025. 

(continued on page 15)

Photo courtesy of Michael Appleton / Mayoral Photography Office  

NEW YORK CITY Mayor Eric Adams visits relatives of the victims of the Jet Set nite-
club roof collapse in Santa Domingo, Dominican Republic during a trip to DR on April 
14, 2025.
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By SÍLE MOLONEY
Bronx Borough President  (BP) 

Vanesa Gibson announced on Monday, 
April 7, that Deputy Bronx Borough 
President (DBP) Janet Peguero resigned 
to focus on her family. The now-former 
DBP has since announced she has taken 
up a new role in government relations 
and public/ private partnerships with 
Constantinople & Vallone Consulting.

The announcement follows the filing 
on March 28 of a lawsuit by Agallas Equi-
ties, a Manhattan-based real estate firm, 
in which Peguero, Gibson, Andrew Kim-
ball, CEO of New York City’s Economic 
Development Corporation (EDC), the 
EDC, The City of New York, 8th Regiment 
Partners LLC, Maddd Equities, and Joy 
Construction Corporation are named. 

The lawsuit challenges the integrity 
of the bidding/request for proposal pro-
cess surrounding the redevelopment of 
the NYC-owned Kingsbridge Armory, 
as announced in January. The winning 
chosen developer was 8th Regiment 
Partners LLC, a joint venture of Maddd 
Equities and Joy Construction. Agallas 
Equities also bid on the RFP. 

“It is with an emotional heart that I 
share the news of Deputy Borough Presi-
dent Janet Peguero stepping down from 
her position in our administration to fo-
cus on her family as a new mom,” Gib-
son said. “Although this transition may 
seem sudden, it has been influenced by 
her deep love and commitment to her 
daughter.” The deputy borough presi-
dent gave birth to a baby within the last 
year.

The BP continued, “Janet has made 
an incredible impact on our office and 
The Bronx over the past three years. 
As deputy borough president, she rede-
fined the role, overseeing key units such 
as health and human services, borough 
operations, policy, and community ser-
vices. She fostered vital partnerships, 
supported economic development, and 
advocated tirelessly for our immigrant 
communities, ensuring they were heard, 
represented, and supported.”

Gibson added, “Janet’s efforts played 
a pivotal role in securing millions in fed-
eral funding for M/WBEs (minority and 
women-owned business enterprises) and 
empowerment zones, fostering greater 
community input and civic engagement 
from historically underserved popula-
tions, and advancing workforce develop-
ment through the Hunts Point Forward 
Plan.”

She said in addition Peguero champi-
oned what the BP described as “critical” 
public policy, and that her advocacy for 
improving maternal healthcare and her 
leadership in implementing parental 
paid leave policies demonstrated Pegue-
ro’s “deep” commitment to supporting 
mothers and families in the borough. 

“As the first Dominican American 
woman to serve as deputy borough presi-
dent, Janet’s leadership was grounded in 
equity and compassion for all who call 
the Bronx home,” Gibson said. 

The BP concluded, “As Janet transi-
tions into motherhood, we express our 

deep gratitude for her extraordinary 
contributions. Her legacy of dedication 
to equity, compassion, and excellence 
will continue to inspire our work in The 
Bronx. We wish her and her family all the 
best in this exciting new chapter, and I 
am forever grateful to call her my friend 
and my sister. Thank you, Madame Dep-
uty, for your commitment and service to 
our team and to our Borough.”

In the lawsuit, Agallas Equities said 
in part that key “revelations” in the 
lawsuit allege that “political favoritism 
tainted the process” and that Peguero 
[allegedly] “improperly participated in 
the process.” According to a New York 
State Ethics Report for the filing period 
2021-2022, and as reported by  The City 
media outlet, Peguero was  listed  as a 
prior lobbyist for Maddd Equities.

While at least one social media post 
had been circulating online since March 
28 that suggested Peguero had resigned, 
her LinkedIn profile had remained un-
changed until April 11. Meanwhile, a 
footnote included in the filed lawsuit 
(complaint), and as  reported  by The 
Bronx Times, alleged, “Notably, Ms. 
Peguero is set to return in April 2025 
to work as a lobbyist at her former em-
ployer, Constantinople & Vallone Con-
sulting, where she will work exclusively 
on the Kingsbridge Armory project.”

  Norwood News  had previously 
reached out to the BP’s Office for a com-
ment on both Peguero’s employment sta-
tus and on the lawsuit. We had also tried 
to reach the now-former DPP directly for 
comment.

On April 1, we received a statement 
from the BP’s Office, saying, “It is not 
uncommon with large projects like this 
to have some litigation. There is a great 
deal of time and money invested in the 
bidding process, and only one applicant 
can be successful. Someone is always go-
ing to be unhappy. There have been no 
valid claims made involving The Office 
of the Bronx Borough President, and 
it is evident that the Office was named 
merely in an attempt to generate news 
and attention.”

It continued, “The redevelopment of 
the Kingsbridge Armory is a long-over-
due investment in The Bronx, promis-
ing thousands of jobs, hundreds of af-
fordable housing units, and numerous 
safe community spaces. Attempting to 
obstruct this development for selfish 
business and political reasons is noth-
ing short of disgraceful.”

We also received the following state-
ment from the EDC on April 1. “After 
a rigorous evaluation of all proposals, 
NYCEDC selected El Centro Kings-
bridge’s proposal, which is consistent 
with the values of the Kingsbridge Vison 
Plan and the requirements of the RFP,” 
officials wrote. El Centro Kingsbridge 
was the name of 8th Regiment’s winning 
plan.

We were informed that due to pending 
litigation, EDC was unable to comment 
further. The department reiterated that 
the winning “El Centro Kingsbridge” 
proposal exemplified the “Together for 

Kingsbridge” vision plan for the Ar-
mory and demonstrated the greatest 
ability to deliver on a diverse program. 
The doomed Kingsbridge National Ice 
Center was abandoned amid claims by 
the City of insufficient funding, though 
the developer in question disagreed. 

Following news of Peguero’s an-
nounced resignation,  Norwood 
News  asked for clarification from the 
BP’s Office of its effective date. We did 
not receive an immediate response. 
However, after reaching out directly to 
Peguero again on April 7 to ask if it was 
true that she planned to return to work 
for Constantinople & Vallone Consulting 
and work on the Kingsbridge Armory 
project now or in the future, we received 
the following statement on April 11.

  “In February, upon return from 
maternity leave, I made the difficult 
decision to resign from my post as the 
Deputy Bronx Borough President, so 
that I could pursue other endeavors 
that would allow me to spend more time 
with my family,” Peguero said. “This 
decision was not made lightly, as it has 
been the honor of my lifetime to serve 
in this appointed position.”

She added, “Respectful of the time it 
takes to transition from a public post, 
I committed to ensuring and execut-
ing a transition strategy over several 
weeks to ensure continuity of services. 
I thank the Borough President for her 
leadership and for the opportunity to 
serve the borough I call home, along-
side the committed public servants of 
Bronx Borough Hall.”

The former DPP concluded, “I am 
excited to rejoin Constantinople & Val-
lone Consulting now as their Chief Op-
erating Officer. In this new role. I will 
be overseeing the daily operations and 
assurance of the firm’s goals and long-
term strategy. I’m looking forward to 
this next step in my career and the op-
portunity to be of service to the City in 

a new capacity!”
We have since reached out to the 

BP’s Office to ask who the new deputy 
BP will be and will share any updates 
we receive. We also reached out to 
Agallas Equities LLC for comment and 
Manuel Tavarez, managing partner for 
the firm, responded, saying, “Domini-
cans breaking barriers in leadership is 
worth celebrating, but Janet Peguero’s 
resignation, amid corruption claims, 
isn’t surprising. It’s a wake-up call: 
representation must come with ac-
countability. Our community deserves 
leaders who uplift, not undermine, the 
trust placed in them.”

Tavarez has since advised that 
Agallas has filed a complaint with 
the City’s Conflicts of Interest Board 
(COIB); and has received an acknowl-
edgement confirming the opening of 
an investigation into the issue. 

“We have spoken with several Com-
munity Board members who have ex-
pressed serious concerns about the 
Kingsbridge Armory project and its 
association with ongoing allegations 
of corruption,” Tavarez said. “Given 
these concerns, they have reserva-
tions about supporting a project that 
remains under such scrutiny.”

Norwood News reached out to Bronx 
Community Board 7 for comment. 
We did  not receive an immediate re-
sponse but will share any feedback we 
receive. 

Joy Construction has an address 
at Fulton Street in Manhattan, and 
Maddd Equities has an address on 
Long Island.

According to the lawsuit documen-
tation, EDC is a domestic public benefit 
corporation organized under the not-
for-profit corporation law of the State 
of New York, with a principal place of 
business in Manhattan.

For additional coverage on this is-
sue, visit www.norwoodnews.org. 

Deputy Bronx BP Resigns & Returns to Private Sector

Photo by Síle Moloney

DEPUTY BRONX BOROUGH President Janet Peguero (right) speaks during a press 
conference held inside the vacant Kingsbridge Armory in the Kingsbridge Heights 
section of The Bronx on Tuesday, Aug. 8, 2023, during which New York State Gov. 
Kathy Hochul and New York City Mayor Eric Adams committed to joint City and State 
funding to boost the redevelopment of the armory of $200 million. 



by GENE ROMAN 
Since taking office in January, U.S. 

President Donald Trump has signed 
more than 90 executive orders, accord-
ing to the federal register. None has 
focused explicitly on Puerto Rico (PR), 
but many of them will affect the terri-
tory, perhaps even more than they will 
impact states like New York.

The nonpartisan Center for a New 

Economy located in San Juan, PR, has 
identified three areas of particular con-
cern.

Reconstruction funding through 
FEMA has been approved, but less than 
half of the funds have been spent. The 
federal government has already clawed 
back unspent funds in response to the 
pandemic. It could do the same with the 
unspent funds for the Island’s recon-
struction. 

Cuts at the U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation are likely to hit Puerto Rico 
hard, since the territory relies more 
on this department than states do. Not 
only does Puerto Rico have higher lev-
els of special needs students, but the Is-
land also has fewer local resources than 

states do. 
The Medicaid program in Puerto 

Rico is especially vulnerable because 
the formula that determines the territo-
ry’s payments from the federal govern-
ment currently mandates that 83% of all 
Medicaid costs will be paid by the U.S. 
This percentage will decrease to 55% at 
the end of September 2027 unless Con-
gress passes a new law to keep it at 83%. 
Roughly half of the residents of Puerto 
Rico rely entirely on Medicaid for their 
health care needs. 

The report also references the pause 
in grand funding. While this freeze 
of funds is currently making its way 
through the courts, many programs 
have found that they cannot access the 

funds they had been awarded. The thou-
sands of government jobs being elimi-
nated would cast workers who are either 
federal employees or the beneficiaries of 
federal spending into unemployment. 

Broadly speaking, it’s fair to say that 
Puerto Rico is more vulnerable than the 
states for two reasons. Puerto Rico does 
NOT have a voting representation in 
Washington, and the U.S. supreme court 
has ruled that Congress can treat the 
Island’s 3.1 million U.S. citizens worse 
than the residents of states in all federal 
social safety net programs like Social 
Security and Medicaid “as long as there 
is a rational basis for doing so.” 

Gene Roman is a freelance reporter 
based in The Bronx. 

Broken Windows Policy 
Letter April 3

In an editor’s note following a letter to 
the editor entitled “Bronx DA Has it All 
Wrong,” by Richard Marias, published in 
the Norwood News dated April 3-16, 2025, 
Ms. Moloney references the website of the 
organization, Common-Justice, as if it is a 
neutral, fact-based organization. It is any-
thing but. It clearly has an anti-incarcera-
tion agenda (with which I don’t necessar-
ily disagree).

The passage Ms. Moloney cites excori-
ates broken windows policing. It doesn’t 
present a shred of evidence (for or against) 
to back its assertion. In fact, Common 
Justice mentions the very poster boy for 
Broken Windows: the unfortunate soul, 
Jordan Neely. 

I believe it is reasonable to infer that 
Mr. Neely did not pay his subway fare. 
Had the authorities stopped him from en-
tering the system (notice I’m not saying 
arrest or ticket him), Mr. Neely might not 
have been on the subway car and lost his 
life.

Richard Warren, with whom I’ve dis-
agreed on these and other letters pages, 
posted a brilliant letter in multiple publi-
cations in support of broken windows. Mr. 
Warren mentioned the 49-year-old father 
of four murdered because a bar patron 
was blocking his driveway. The minor vi-
olation led to a much more serious crime. 

I have endless respect for Síle Molo-
ney. She is a thorough, fact oriented, neu-

tral, honorable journalist who has never 
failed to respond to private e mails I have 
sent her, has requested input when edit-
ing my letters, and unlike other newspa-
pers, does not suppress her critics (as long 
as they are civil). But in this case, I truly 
must disagree with her choice of a source 
of information.  

Nat Weiner,
Parkchester

Editor’s Note: Firstly, I thank Mr. 
Weiner for his honest and kind feedback, 
and for all his letter submissions. [I also 
take this opportunity to apologize to anyone 
I haven’t been able to respond to as I can’t 
always do so. I wish I could.] To clarify, the 
purpose of editor’s notes is not to negate, 
justify, or argue the content of any letter, 
since opinions by nature are subjective. Nei-
ther should they be taken as my personal 
views on any given letter [as my views are 
irrelevant]. 

The notes are merely intended to add 
some balance, perspective, context, and 
sometimes clarity to certain letters. We 
also have a duty to ensure that the opinions 
shared in the letters are based on facts.

Our disclaimer states that we reserve 
the right to edit letters for length, clarity, 
context, civility, and accuracy. It is some-
times cumbersome to do this within the 
body of a letter without disrupting its fl ow. 
However, as we also want to ensure read-
ers are presented with additional context 
on certain topics, this is when we add the 
notes. 

Our resources are very limited but in the 
case of the referenced letter from Mr. Ma-
rias, in addition to the referenced Common 
Justice viewpoints shared [for context], 

I also included an NYPD-sourced table 
which showed citywide major crime stats 
over two decades so that readers could see 
for themselves the effect of the broken win-
dows policy on major crime over time. [I 
didn’t have access to the data prior to 1990 
unfortunately.] We do not know if Jordan 
Neely paid or did not pay his fare on the day 
he was killed.  

Let’s Send Our Rikers Offi cials to El 
Salvador Prison for Training 

I am very impressed with the num-
ber of prisoners in El Salvador prisons 
who are very well behaved due to the 
strict conditions put on their imprison-
ment. By making them sit in tight squat-
ting positions, it takes all the steam out 
of their criminal personalities and allows 
rehabilitation to take place. Currently, 
in American prisons, and certainly in 
Rikers, these gangs are allowed to roam 
prison yards and foster a reunion party 
atmosphere from the streets. That must 
end with an El Salvador mindset by cor-
rection offi cials at Rikers, and it should 
start immediately.

Richard Marias, 
Norwood

Editor’s Note: Human Rights Watch in-
vestigated and reported on the conditions 
in Salvadoran prisons experienced by Sal-
vadoran nationals deported by the United 
States. In interviews with deportees and 
their relatives or friends, HRW collected ac-
counts, among others, of three male deport-
ees from the United States who said they 
were beaten by police or soldiers during ar-
rest, followed by beatings during their time 

in custody, which lasted between three days 
to over a year.

Celebrating a Compassionate Easter 

This Easter, let’s celebrate with com-
passion by leaving animals out of our 
traditions. Giving baby chicks as gifts or 
using real eggs for hunts may seem harm-
less, but these practices often lead to ne-
glect and suffering. Instead, try reusable 
eggs and plant-based treats that everyone 
can enjoy.

A vegan Easter is a powerful way to 
honor the holiday’s message of renewal 
and kindness, while also supporting your 
health and protecting the planet. With so 
many plant-based recipes and ideas on-
line, it’s never been easier to plan a fes-
tive, cruelty-free celebration. Hop over 
to your local grocery store or co-op and 
discover all the plant-based items on the 
shelves.

Easter is about love, hope, and new be-
ginnings. Let’s make that message truly 
inclusive by choosing compassionate tra-
ditions this year. A quick online search 
will lead you to a wealth of vegan Easter 
recipes, tips, and inspiration.

Niles Neusbaum,
Williamsbridge

Please send all letters to the editor, 
along with supporting hyperlinked sources, 
to norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org, or 
by mail to Norwood News, 3400 Reservoir 
Oval East, Bronx, NY 10467, by the Friday 
before each publication day. Letter writers 
should aim to write no more than 300 words 
on local issues or in response to published 
articles.

TO REPORT A  STORY TO THE NORWOOD NEWS CALL US AT 646-532-6858
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Editor’s Note: We reserve the right to edit letters
for space, clarity, civility and accuracy.

Opinion
Executive Order 

Impact on Puerto Rico
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COMPUTER SERVICES
Computer Repair

Computer Repair Upgrade, troubleshooting, lap-top overheats, cracked 
screen, broken power jack, virus removal, data recovery. Call James 
(646) 281-4475, (718) 324-4332.

Professional DirectoryProfessional Directory
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SECTION 3 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY  
 
MDG Design + Construction is currently seeking New York City Housing Authority Section 3 
Certified Businesses for Eastchester Gardens project located in the Bronx, NY.   
 
Section 3 Certified Businesses are invited to submit a resume for the work in the following 
trades: 
 

 Metals – Security Gates; Stairs 
 Windows 
 Storefront-Building Entrances 
 Concrete  
 Masonry 
 Roofing 

 ACM - Asbestos 
 Elevator 
 Plumbing 
 Cabinets and Countertops 
 Interiors – Carpentry 
 Sitework-Landscaping 

 

Eligible businesses may need to demonstrate that they are responsible and have the ability to 
perform successfully under the terms and conditions of proposed contracts. 

If you would like to receive the Bid Package, please identify trade listed above that you would 
like to bid for and email to Ana Lopez at alopez@mdgny.com. Please see the Bid Package 
Documents for more information. 

MDG Design + Construction is currently seeking New York City Housing Authority Section 3 Certified Businesses 
for Eastchester Gardens project located in the Bronx, NY.

Section 3 Certified Businesses are invited to submit a resume for the work in the following trades:

Eligible businesses may need to demonstrate that they are responsible and have the ability to perform 
successfully under the terms and conditions of proposed contracts.

If you would like to receive the Bid Package, please identify trade listed above that you would like to bid for and 
email to Ana Lopez at alopez@mdgny.com. Please see the Bid Package Documents for more information.

Metals – Security Gates; Stairs
Windows
Storefront-Building Entrances
Concrete
Masonry
Roofing

ACM - Asbestos
Elevator
Plumbing
Cabinets and Countertops
Interiors – Carpentry
Sitework-Landscaping

Two Injured in Norwood Fire 

The 52nd PRECINCT COMMUNITY COUNCIL meeting usually takes 
place on third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. either in person or on Zoom. 
Call the 52nd Precinct Community Affairs offi ce at (718) 220-5824 to be added 
to the email distribution list. 

The next BRONX COMMUNITY BOARD 7 (CB7) general board meeting 
will be held Tuesday, April 22, at 6.30 p.m. at Monroe University’s King Hall, 
Mintz Auditorium, 2501 Jerome Avenue, Bronx, NY 10468. Contact KCabre-
raCarrera@cb.nyc.gov to be added to the distribution list. All meetings are 
in person unless otherwise notifi ed by Bronx CB7.

The next BRONX COMMUNITY BOARD 8 (CB8) full board (hybrid) 
meeting will be held in May. Contact BX08@cb.nyc.gov to be added to the 
distribution list.

The BEDFORD MOSHOLU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION meetings are 
held the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. at 400 E. Mosholu Pkwy. South 
in Apt. B1 (lobby floor). For more details, please contact bedfordmosholu@ve-
rizon.net.

“During a fi re, always close the door behind you!” 
fi re offi cials say. “It helps contain smoke and 
fl ames, giving you precious time to escape.” FDNY 
offi cials are also reminding drivers not to block fi re 
hydrants to prevent delays connecting fi re hoses to 
hydrants.  

(continued from page 4)

Photo by Síle Moloney

FDNY MARSHALS ARE seen inside an apartment at 
3576 Dekalb Avenue in Norwood on March 28, 2025, 
investigating the cause of a fi re which broke out ear-
lier that day.



you. We pray for the families, and we 
pray for all those that are impacted. In 
New York, mi casa es su casa [my home 
is your home].” 

Also, on April 14, Hochul joined Gib-
son, Dominican residents, community 
leaders, clergy members, and a host of 
Dominican elected offi cials represent-
ing The Bronx and Northern Manhat-
tan at a vigil on Lou Gehrig Plaza in 
the Concourse section of the borough to 
honor the lives lost in the tragedy. 

Those expected to attend or who did 
attend included Rep. Adriano Espaillat 
(NY-15), who represents parts of North-
ern Manhattan and the West Bronx, State 
Sen. Luis Sepulveda (S.D. 32), Assembly-
man George Alvarez (A.D. 78), Assem-
blyman Manny de los Santos (A.D. 72), 
Assemblywoman Karines Reyes (A.D. 
87), Assemblywoman Yudelka Tapia 
(A.D. 86), City Council Member Carmen 
de la Rosa (C.D. 10),  City Council Mem-
ber Pierina Sanchez (C.D. 14), and City 
Council Member Oswald Feliz (C.D. 15).

Bronx District Attorney Darcel Clark 
was also among those in attendance, as 
was former Lt. Gov. Brian Benjamin.

Together, they delivered messages of 
faith, condolence and unity in remem-
brance of those who perished, including 
those from New York City. Gibson said 
the gathering was a moment of collec-
tive mourning, reflection, and strength 
in the face of unimaginable loss. Several 
speakers spoke from the heart, honoring 
the memory of the victims and offering 
words of comfort to grieving families. 
The event concluded with a solemn can-
dlelit vigil, as attendees lit candles in 
memory of the victims.

“To our Dominican brothers and sis-
ters, especially those here in The Bronx, 
which is home to the largest Dominican 
community outside the Dominican Re-
public, you are not alone,” Gibson said. 
“You are our neighbors, our coworkers, 
our friends, and our family. We share 
your sorrow, and we stand with you. To-
gether, we mourn. Together, we heal. To-
gether, we believe that light will one day 
shine through this sorrow.” 
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(continued from page 1)

Bronx Stands with DR

Photo courtesy of Irene Estrada

MINISTER IRENE ESTRADA (center) joins offi cers from the 49th Precinct at the pre-
cinct stationhouse on Eastchester Road after a prayer service is held on Wednes-
day, April 9, 2025, for retired Det. Enmanuel Gomez, who was killed in DR on April 8, 
2025.

By SÍLE MOLONEY
Chad Royer, longtime 

member of Bronx Community 
Board 7 (CB7), and chair of the 
CB7 veterans committee, has 
been undergoing treatment 
in recent months for multiple 
myeloma, an incurable but 
treatable form of blood can-
cer that affects plasma cells 
in the bone marrow.

According to his wife, 
Kpana Kpoto, after dealing 
with debilitating back pain 
over the past two years, and 
on receiving the shocking di-
agnosis last year, Chad went 
from being an active father 
and community member to 
becoming bedbound for some 
time. Consequently, he ended 
up in the hospital before 
Thanksgiving and was diag-
nosed shortly after.

Royer serves on parent as-
sociations at local schools and 
has been a staunch advocate 
for U.S. veterans and for peo-
ple with disabilities. Kpoto 
said he received weekly treat-
ment for his cancer, which in-
cluded chemotherapy and re-
cently underwent a stem cell 
transplant, for which he is 

currently hospitalized. Chad 
and his family are hopeful 
that his transplant sends his 
cancer into remission.

Speaking to Norwood 
News in April, Royer said he 
was immensely grateful to ev-
eryone to date for their ongo-

ing support, is adapting 
to the latest stage of his 
medical journey which 
has involved the loss of 
his hair, and is feeling 
hopeful he will be home 
soon. He is documenting 
his journey via his You-
Tube channel, which he 
hopes people can watch 
to help raise awareness 
about multiple myeloma. 
According to Kpoto, he 
is also looking forward 
to going into remission 
and catching some Mets 
games this fall.

On Royer’s Go-
FundMe page, Kpoto, 
who organized the fund-
raiser, said there are 
still many costs associ-
ated with Royer’s illness. 
These include medical 
costs from doctor visits, 
surgery while hospital-
ized, and rehabilitation 
and home care, which in-
cludes physical and occu-
pational therapy.

They also include hos-
pitalization during his stem 
cell transplant, medication 
and transportation costs to 

and from appointments, and 
other expenses, including the 
cost of food and comfort items 
to help him manage his in-
tense treatments. “Every dol-
lar you donate will bring us 
closer to our goal, which is to 
fight this cancer and improve 
Chad’s quality of life,” wrote 
Kpoto. “Thank you so much, 
and God bless.”

Anyone wishing to do-
nate can do so here: https://
w w w. g o f u n d m e . c o m / f /
help-chad-royer-battle-mul-
tiple-myeloma?attribution_
id=sl :8ce4 5f ba- 3 3ed- 4 0 4 f-
bc49-2a4918961a1f&lang=en_
U S & u t m _ c a m p a i g n = f p _
s h a r e s h e e t & u t m _
medium=customer&utm _
source=copy_link and the 
link to Royer’s YouTube chan-
nel is as follows: https://www.
youtube.com/@whatsupwith-
chadyroyer.

Donors are advised that 
Royer will be the beneficiary 
of all funds donated and will 
have complete control over 
and access to those funds. 
Click here to learn more about 
Multiple Myeloma: https://
www.myeloma.org/

CB7’s Chad Royer Continues Treatment for Multiple Myeloma

Photo courtesy of Chad Royer

CHAD ROYER, BRONX Community Board 7 member, is currently under-
going treatment for Multiple Myeloma.
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